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A New Venture 


Believing that it is important for every member of the National Association 
for Nursery Education to know more about the activities of the organization, 
the Governing Board has initiated the preparation and distribution of a 
periodic bulletin which will provide reports on the needs of nursery educa- 
tion, and on the development of plans and programs which will affect the 
future of young children. THIS IS YOUR BULLETIN! We hope you will keep us 
informed of your activities, that you will send in suggestions, and that you 
will contribute to the success of this new NANE venture in various ways. 


Your Working Officers Confer 


Your first NANE Bulletin summarizes the activities of the Association during 
the 1943-45 term and outlines the plans which are being developed to imple- 
ment the program of the organization. Because of the urgent need to bring 
together the working officers of the Association, President Light called a 
meeting of the Governing Board, the Advisory Panel, and the Chairmen of 
committees at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Through 

the courtesy and hospitality of Dr. Willard Olson and the University, arrange- 
ments were made for the use of the necessary facilities, February 17, 18, and 
19. Committee reports were given and plans were made on ways to give the 
Association vitality and to make the NANE program reflect the splendid work 
which its members are doing all over the country. Your working officers 
recognized their responsibility toward the promotion of good programs for 
children. We know you will be interested in some of the highlights of the 


discussion which took place, in the recommendations which were made, and in 
the action which was taken. 


For the Record 


We hope you are goind to find time to tell the NANE officers about the work 
you are doing and to give suggestions for strengthening the Association's 

leadership in the field. For your records we are including the names and 
affiliations of the members of the Governing Board and the Advisory Panel. 


Please make yourselves known to them either personally or by letter whenever 
an opportunity presents itself. 
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Officers of the 


‘National Association for Nursery Education 


President 

* Mr. N.S. Light, Director 
Bureau of Supervision 
State Department of Education 
Hartford, Connecticut 


Second Vice-President 
* Dr. James Hymes, Director 
Child Service Division 
Kaiser Shipbuilding Corporation 
Swan Island, Oregon 


First Vice-President 


* Dr. Ruth Updegraff 
Associate Professor and Supervisor 


of Preschool Laboratories 


lowa Child Welfare Research Station 


State University of fowa 
lowa City, lowa 


Secretary-Treasurer 


* Dr. Frances Horwich, Principal 


Hessian Hills School 
Croton-on-Hudson, New York 


Governing Board 


Dr. Dorothy Baruch 
3250 Country Club Drive 
Los Angeles, California 


* Miss Marjorie L. Craig 


School Health Bureau 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
New York 10, New York 


Dr. Elizabeth Fuller 
Institute of Child Welfare 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


Miss Ethel Gordon 
Cleveland Child Health Association 


Cleveland, Ohio 


* Miss Amy Hostler, Dean 
The Mills School 
66 Fifth Avenue 
New York 11, New York 


Dr. Howard Lane 
Detroit Police Department 
Detroit, Michigan 


Mrs. Lynette Messer 
San Francisco State College 
San Francisco, California 


* Executive Committee 


Dr. Willard Olson 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Miss Lulu Palmer 
State Department of Education 
Montgomery, Alabama 


Miss Rosamond Praeger 

Department of Early Childhood 
and Parent Education 

Board of Education 

Syracuse, New York 


Dr. Lydia Swanson 
Ames State College 
Ames, lowa 


Miss Myra Woodruff 

Supervisor of Child Care and 
Deve lopment 

State Department of Education 

Albany, New York 
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Advisory Panel 


Dr. Katherina Bain Miss Eva Grant 

Children's Bureau National Congress of Parents 

U.S. Department of Labor and Teachers 

Washington, D.C. Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Frank E. Baker, President Mr. Herold Hunt 

State Teachers College Superintendent of Schools 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin Kansas City, Missouri 

Mrs. Charlotte Bridgeman Dr. Frances L. Ilg 

Hampton, Virginia Clinic of Child Development 
Yale University -, 

Miss Muriel Brown New Haven, Connecticut 

U.S. Office of Education 

Federal Security Agency ~ Dr. W. Carson Ryan, Head 

Washington, D.C. Department of Education 


] University of North Carolina 
| Chapel Hill, North Carolina 


Your New Vice-President \ 


It was with a great deal of regret that the Governing Board accepted the 
resignation of Dr. Katherine Roberts as Vice-President of the National 
Association for Nursery Education. We shall miss her cooperation in the 
development of the Association's program and hope that in the future she. 
will be able to have time to give the organization the benefit of her good 
counsel. It is a pleasure, however, to announce that Dr. Ruth Updegraff 

has accepted the Board's appointment to fill the vacancy created by Dr. 
Roberts' resignation. Dr. Updegraff's responsibilities will include. the 
coordination of the activities of the various committees at work. Congratu- 
lations and good luck to Dr. Updegraff! 


The Biennial Meeting 


Since the NANE is cooperating with the Office of Defense Transportation in ban 
on large conventions, your Board regretfully called off the 1945 Biennial 
Conference of the NANE. The Board realizes how important it is for those in- 
terested in nursery education to meet and discuss mutual problems, especially 
when there are so many rapid changes in the field. However, civilian travel 
of necessity must be curtailed in lieu of military needs and we shall try to 
keep you informed on NANE business even though we shall have to forego the 
pleasure of discussion and good-fellowship, at a national meeting, at least 
for the present. 
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However, initial steps are being taken to designate a week in the fall to 
be known as ''Nursery Education Week.'' During this week the NANE's members 
will take action to promote in their communities a better understanding of es 
early childhood education and of the needs of young children. A skeleton nae 
program will be worked out by a committee of the National Association which 
will serve as a guide to local groups developing th ir conferences. Leader- 
ship and stimulation will be available through the officers and committees 
of the Association. More details of this proposal will be sent to you as 
soon as the committee in charge has cleared this suggestion through the 


proper channels. It is hoped that a national conference can be held some 
time in 1946. 


The Work Program of the Association 


The work of the Association is being carried on by a number of committees whose 
personnel is made up of members of the Association in the four areas of the 
United States. These areas are made up of, roughly speaking; area one, the 
West Coast; area two, the Middle West; area three, the South; area four, the 
East. In order to obtain the maximum participation on the part of the Associa- 
tion's membership, most of the committees are developing their programs on a 
reginal basis so that problems cna be more adequately met and resources used 
most effectively. 


Your Standing Committees 


To bring you up to date, we should like to review the work of the standing 
committees and to report the plans which they are considering. We are listing 
the committee chairmen and their addresses. They are your representatives 

and anxious to make the most of your recommendations. They will be glad to hear 
from you any time and will welcome your services in developing their plans. 


1. More and more people are becoming interested in your Association 
and the membership list has increased considerably since the 
last biennial meeting. Each member can help the work of this 
committee. The success of the Association, both professional ly 
and financially, depends on the number and quality of the people 
making up the membership. Why not talk to your friends about the 
NANE and give them a copy of REASONS FOR JOINING THE NANE, a 
supply of which can be obtained from the Distribution Center, wW 
509 East Hall, University of lowa, lowa City, lowa. Please send 
applications for membership to Dr. Frances Horwich, Secretary- 
Treasurer, Hessian Hills School, Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 


Membership Committee. Chairman: Katherine Reeves, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N.Y. 
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2. At the Boston meeting in 1943, the NANE approved the proposal 
that the Association maintain a close working relationship 
with regional, state, and local organizations, but it was agreed 4 
that formal affiliation should not be planned. The Association 
is anxious to get in touch with all organizations interested in 
young children and especially with those whose programs are 
exclusively devoted to nursery education. The National wil] 
gain by obtaining information and insight into the problems of 
various localities and can be more helpful by reason of that 
knowledge. 


Committee on Affiliations with State and Local Organizations. he 
Chairman, Marguerite Peterson, State Department of Education, 
Hartford, Conn. 


3. The Governing Board of the Association at its meeting on February 
19th voted to adopt the following policies regarding legislation: 


To promote Federal legislation, with regard to: 


A. Federal aid to education which will bring about equal and 
improved educational opportunity to all children of all ages 
with maximum state and local control by educational agencies. 


The Thomas-Hull bill, 2181, and the Ramspeck bill, HR 1826, 
now before Congress are examples of such legislation. 


B. Federal atd for school lunches so administered as to recog- 
nize both nutritional and educational values, and administered 
through proper agencies with a maximum of state and local 
control by educational agencies. 


C. The development and continuance of sound programs of maternal 
and child health and aid to dependent children through : 
regularly established Federal and state agencies. maa 


D. Establishment of a permanent national housing agency to co- 
ordinate Federal public housing functions and integrate efforts 
to achieve good homes and good neighborhoods for every family 
with ev ry encouragement of state and local participation. 


E. The development and continuance of sound programs for the 
improvement of the health of the nation. 


F. The improvement of the machinery of the Federal government 
for the effective administration of its educational services. 


G. The appropriation of necessary funds to meet the needs of | 
children of working mothers during the emergency. Following 
the war-manpower emergency,it is recommended that such programs 
be provided by grants-in-aid to the states through the 
appropriate regularly established Federal and state educa- 
tional, health, and welfare agencies. 
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To promote state legislation, with regard to: 


A. Measures which will permit the extension of public education 
to include the education of young children. 


B. Measures which will make provisions for state aid for 
kindergartens and nursery education on the same basis as 
for other phases of elementary education. 


C. Measures which provide for licensing and supervision of private 
kindergartens, nursery schools, play groups, children's camps, 
and all other forms of group care and education of young children. 


D. Provisions for the licensing of foster homes in the state depart- 
ments of welfare. 
E. Enabling acts for the use of Federal funds in the education of 
young children. 


General policies adopted: 


A. That the NANE work with other agencies interested in furthering 
the establishment of a government policy and the development of 
an enlightened public opinion which will lead to a recognition. 
of the children of the nation as its greatest resource, and to 
the consideration of legislation affecting children in the light 
of the conservation and development of this resource. 


B. That support be given to a government policy favoring the dele- 
gation to governmental agencies of all responsibilities falling 
within their scope and functions, and the provision of qualified 
personnel for carrying out such responsibilities, rather than 
the setting up of competing or parallel agencies with duplicate 
functions. 


C. That support be given to efforts made for the alleviation of 
suffering of children of war-torn countries and the establishment 
of a world organization designed to maintain peace and make 
possible the provision of rehabilitation of, and educational 
opportunities for, children throughout the world according to 
the recognition of needs within the countries. 


Specific Motion: 


That the NANE become a subscribing member of the Child Welfare 
Information Service, Incorporated. 


Committee on Legislation. Chairman: Myra Woodruff, State 
Department of Education, Albany, N.Y. 
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Radio programs, magazine articles, publications, newspaper 
articles, exhibits, and films are being promoted by the 
Association. Copies of some of the spot announcements which 
were sent to radio dijrectors of women's activities all over 
the country are available if you would like to have them. The 
success of public relations work depends on the voluntary 
services of the Association's membership. Any suggestions or 
new materials which you may wish to send for the use of the 
Public Relations Committee will be most welcome. 


Public Relations Committee. Chairman: Marjorie L. Craig, 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York 10, N.Y. 


New Committees 


A number of new committees were established to meet the needs which have become 


more obvious in the last few years. In some cases, chairmen have not yet been 
appointed although the functions have been outlined. 


- 


It is believed important that the Association consider questions 
relating to the economics of nursery education in public school 
systems. Some of the problems include: 


A. The feasibility of whole-day or half-day nursery schools. 
B. How nursery schools can be developed in rural areas. 


C. How adequate food can be provided. 


D. How the nursery school can be included in the budget as a 
demonstration. 


E. How can the nursery school stand on its own now as an 
important and necessary part of education? Does it still 
need to be disguised? 


Committee on The Economics of Nursery Education in Public School 
Systems. 


An important function of the Association is the development of 
Standards and programs which are desirable in nursery education. 
These need to be flexible, but of sufficient fiber to provide 
adequate guides in developing nursery education. 


Committee on Standards and Programs for Nursery Education in Public 
School Programs. Chairman: Ruth Andrus, State Department of 
Education, Albany, N.Y. 
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The family is finding it increasingly difficult to meet its 
obligations to children without professional help. Therefore, 
the nursery school is becoming increasingly more important in 
our society. The NANE is planning to investigate ways and means 
of encouragaing nursery education to enrich family life. 


Committee on Nursery Education and The Family. Chairman: Mary 
Fisher, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


A particularly timely question in view of the present teacher shortage 
is the preparation of teachers. Some of the problems include: 


A. The nature of the nursery school in the future. 


B. The problem of recruitment. 


C. The type of teacher education necessary to develop the right 
kind of individuals needed in nursery schools. 


D. What a nursery school teacher does and what are some of the ways 
in which a student can get the training to do these things 
effectively. 


Committee on the Preparation of Teachers for Nursery Education in 
Public School Programs. Chairman: Virginia Messenger, Oklahoma 


Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, Okla. 


The National Association for Nursery Education is concerned with 
techniques of parent education and education of young children where 
nursery school facilities are absent or limited. It plans to work 
on these problems through the Committee on Education of Parents and 
Young Children. 


The Association is anxious to bring information to the NANE membership 
about what is going on in this field in other countries and to help 
other countries understand what programs are being carried on in this 
country. Some of these objectives are to: 


A. Stimulate A.C.E. student branches to correspond with foreign 
students. 


B. List available exhibits and develop a traveling exhibit which can 
go to colleges, universities, and other educational ihstitutions. 


C. Encourage fel lowships for college students. 

D. Develop an exchange of books. 

S. Reproduce materials from other countries, 

F. Make NANE materials available to other countries. 


G. Cooperate with the World Education Fellowship. 
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‘- available. This. will include a list of organizations which are 


Committee on Relationships with Nursery Education Groups and 
Organizations in Foreign Countries. Chairman: Mary Dabney Davis, 
U.S. Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Washington, D.C. 


The NANE is interested in helping members to organize their com- 
munities through: 


A. Suggestions on utilization of available approaches. 
B. Suggestions on ways to obtain moral and financial support. 


C. Suggestions on ways a community can study its own problems and 
resources. 


Committee on Organizing a Community in Support of Educational Oppor- 
tunities for Young Children and Their Parents. Chairman: Roberta 
Hemingway, Federal Works Agency, 20 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, I11. 


The NANE is concerned with the problems of the private nursery school. 
and‘ will study ways to heip these schools meet their problems through 
the Committee on the Place and Function of Private Nursery Schools. 


The NANE is planning to provide an up-to-date list of organizations, 
includtng international and Federal agencies interested in child 
growth and. development, with brief annotations describing the services 


concerned with related problems. The NANE relationships with other 
Organizations need to be defined more clearly and the possibility 
of joint projects should be explored. Dr, Ryan and his committee 
would like to be kept informed on all activities which NANE members 
are carrying on in cooperation with other organizations. 


Committee on Relationships with Other Professional Organizations. 
Chairman: Dr. W. Carson Ryan, Head, Department of Education, 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 


The policies which the NANE has adopted are to be reviewed and any 
necessary suggestions for revision on the basis of the present 
needs and work of the Association will be made. 


Committee on Revisions and Formulations of the NANE Policies. 
Chairman: Amy Hostler, Dean, Mills School, 66 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 


The publications of the NANE are an important part of the organization's 
program. A Committee on Publications is working: 


A. To analyze the sale of materials which are available from the 
Distribution Center. 


B. To survey the needs to determine what materials should be 
supplied, and to secure writers who will prepare them. 


C. To obtain materials published by other organizations which 


would be useful to the NANE membership through the Distribution 
Center. 
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D. To stimulate other organizations to publish needed material. 


An Important Resolution 


A great deal of discussion developed on the needs in the field of nursery educa- 
taion at the present time including the expansion of education to include young 
children, the need for unified leadership in the field, and the coordination 

and utilization of nursery education activities. The following resolution was 
adopted: ''Recognizing the great need for the expansion and extension of the 
education of young children and recognizing the opportunity in wartime develop- 
ments to meet this need; be it resolved that the NANE constitute itself a spear- 
head to arouse action by ail interested and available agencies to meet this need." 
In discussing ways of implementing this resolution, it was agreed that the 
Executive Committee of the Governing Board be empowered to proceed with plans in 
terms of the following purposes: ''To bring together approximately 15 indivi- 
duals from various fields of study and experience which have contributed to 

the growth and development of young children for the purpose of drafting a 
statement of established facts and desirable values in democratic child living, 
such statement to be considered as the basis for a program for the NANE and, 

if approved, to be further used as a means of stimulating the programs of other 
individuals, organizations, and agencies also concerned with young children." 
Plans for this workshop are progressing and it is hoped that arrangements 

can be made to hold it some time in May. 


National Headquarters 


The Governing Board has recommended that a Central Office for the NANE be 
established with an Executive Secretary and a staff to carry on the heavy 
responsibilities for the Association's program including the Distribution 
Center which Dr. Ruth Updegraff has so ably developed at the University of 
lowa. A Committee is at work in pursuit of funds to support the proposed 
expanded program. Any suggestions from the members of the NANE as to possible 
available funds would be appreciated. 


On the Personal Side 


Lady! 


One of the cheerful memories of the meeting in Ann Arbor is of the serious- 
minded young League worker who was arranging the furniture in the meeting room 
in which the NANE members were not meeting. As the eminent lady officials 


appeared one by one, he solemnly reported, ''Lady, you belong in the Hussey 
room." 


Think Twice About Double-Decker Beds! 


Four working officers found that close quarters in double-decker beds had the 
tendency to increase language opportunities, provide for ample use of both 
large and small muscles, improve social relationships, and illustrate the way 


experiences in democratic living foster adaptability in meeting problematical 
situations. 
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The Medicos Take Over! 


Among the illustrious members of the gathering were two of the medical 
profession's finest. There joint responsibility was fulfilled as they 
called at intervals for fresh air and exercise. The cooperation of all was 
forthcoming, and the time for free play following our own interests was most 
acceptable. The password went from Bain to Lane and (why, nobody knows), 
from Lane to Ryan, who threw open the windows and closed them as directed. 


Learning Readiness 


If you are ready to learn how to organize and direct a conference, ask Dr. 

Willard Olson if he will give you ten easy lessons. The quiet efficiency : 
and hospitality of the conference host in leading this group of individualists j 
through a daily routine of- meeting, interrupted only by eating, was a perfect 
example of accomplishment through democratic procedures. Your officers would 
like to be the first to matriculate. Thanks again Dr. Olson! 


Where Ithe Crédit Lies 


Although this was a meeting of your working officers, the real work was done 
by your President and Secretary-Treasurer. President Light led us through a 
web of problems on to a straight and narrow path of united purpose and action. 
"Accentchuate the positive'' was the conference motif, and Mr. Light kept the 
purpose high, the method democratic, and the vision wide. Dr. Horwich calmly 
and efficiently kept: the records and answered questions, and in true versatile 
fashion knitted a sweater in her odd moments!. 


We could go on and on, from Ruth Andrus's after-hours ''cokes'' across the 
continent to Jimmie Hymes's before-breakfast cigarettes, taking in Lulu Palmer's 
Alabama accent for flavor along the way--but there isn't time nor paper for 

more in this initial bulletin. 


IN CONCLUSION 


YOUR COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC RELATIONS, WHICH PREPARED THIS BULLETIN, INVITES YOU 
TO WRITE US OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND WHY. THE COMMITTEE PROPOSED TO PASS THE 
NEWS ALONG. WRITE TO: CHAIRMAN MARJORIE L. CRAIG, METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, ROOM 10067, 1 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, NEW YORK. 


| 
| 
i 
J 
. 
; 


3 
a 
: 
Be 
4 
tee 
/ 
| 


